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2 Chron. xvii. 16. 


Aud next him was Amafiah the fon of Zichri, 
who willingly offered himfelf unto the 
LORD, and with bim two hundred thou- 


Jand mighty men of valour. 


MRAM AS SHAT GOD, the fource of bein 
pet tea and perfection, who created ail 
pia, | T | Ya} things for himfelf, exercifes a wife, 
26 —2¢ BK} a juit, an univerfal gdvernment 
% B24» and.providence over all his crea- 
Setotete ee tures and all his works, is a truth 
too evident, from the light of nature, to be dif 
uted, too clearly revealed, explained and in- 
‘orced, in the facred oracles, to need any proof. 


Tuat this world and all that is in it, are un= 
der his direction and government,—that man- 
kind have been his peculiar care, the experience 
of all preceeding ages abundantly proves. 

. To 


< 


§ An Artillery 


Tue method this wife king took to enfure 
fuccefs to his meafures, to lay a folid foundation 
for a profperous, an happy reign, was greatly to 
his honour ; worthy the wi/dom of a king, and is 
mentioned, and left, in facred ftory, for an ex- 
ample co others.—He began his reign with 
GOD, and early made redgicn his care.—He 
walked in the firft ways of bis father David, and 
fought not unto Baalim : But fought to the LORD 
GOD of his father, and walked in bis command- 
ments. *—In this, his pious care was not confined 
to himfelf alone,—his people quickly feel the 
happy influence hereof, and largely fhare with 
him, in the benefits refulting from fo wife a 
flep.—Yea, the heart of this pious king was fo 
encouraged, fo lifted up in the ways of the 
LORD, + that he took {peedy and effectual care, 
to reftore the true worfhip of GOD to it’s pri- 
ftine {tate, and have his people taught the law 
of the LORD, in it’s native purity and fimpli- 
city :—-To the end, that, with him, they might 
talte the fweets of vertue, and know that GOD 
is good. 


Tuart GOD, by whom tings reign and princes 
decree jujtice, t quickly obferves his conduct, ap- 
proves his fteps, rewards his pious care, and e- 
ftablifhes him in the kingdom. And, as an 
happy confequence hereof, this excellent king is 
greatly beloved and rever’d by his fubjects at 
home.—As an expreflion of their loyalty and 
love, it is obferved, that a// Fudah brought pre- 
fents to Febofbaphat. By the fame wife meafures, 
the kingdom is rendred refpectable abroad, and 


* Cont. ver. 3, 4. + Ibid. ver. 6 
t Prov. 8, 15. 
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fountain, fows that humane, generous, benefi- 
cent temper, towards our fellow men, that forms 
the truly public fpirtt-—warms the heart with a 
tender, patriotic concern, and excites to a faicth- 
ful care, for the welfare of others, and the pre- 
fervation and enjoyment of the common tights 
of mankind, 


Frrmuy to believe, fully to realize, deeply to 
be imprets’d with, the great principles of piety 
to GOD, and, in the fervices we engage in, for 
the good of mankind, to aét as devoted to 
him ;—t0 realize the being, perfections, govern- 
ment and providence of GOD ;—to act as under 
his immediate infpedtion, and as accountable to 
him for every ftep ;—ro remember, that the 
wife and virtuous, faithful and juft, are affured 
of his favour, and that thofe of an oppofite cha- 
ratter, are expofed to his difpleafure, and fure 
of the fevereft refentment of an angry GOD, 
muft have the happieit tendency, to {tore the 
mind with the noblett fentiments, and lead a man 
to act with the firmeft refolution and moft ex- 
alted views. 


Insprrep with the principles of piety, govern- 
ed by the laws of GOD, encouraged and fup- 
ported with the motives of religion, fuch men, 
in the court or in the field, in peace or war, in 
private or public ftations, look with a generous 
contempt, a facred abhorrence, upon every ad- 
vantage, they might make to themfelves, at the 
expence of their virtue.—No {felf-intereft, no 
venal motive,can counter-vail, with them, the pub- 
lic good, the fafety a” _— of fociety—of 

mankind.— 
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mind, of a manly, couragious and warlike fpirit, 
able to endure the toil, and face the dangers of 
war, and prepared to bear the charge of an 
enemy, with becoming firmnels and real forti- 
tude.—A virtue, a qualification, of the greatett 
importance to a folder ! 


Vatour, or true fortitude, is that virtve, by 
which men are enabled to preferve prefence of 
mind, to poffefs themlelves fully, think clearly, 
‘judge witely and act with calmnels, firmnefs and 
refolution, in times of great confufion and tu- 
mult, in the midit of molt preffing dangers and 
perplexing dittieffes, A virtue which excites to 
the nobleft actions, ftimulares ro the boldeft en- 
terprizes, which reafon dictates, judgment di- 
reéts, or duty calls them to engage in. But, 
then, it is carefully to be diftinguifhed from 
rafhnefs, prelumption, fury and madnefs ; which, 
in confequence of falie notions of this virtue, or 
fuccefs attending fuch unnatural and unreafona- 
ble exertions, too oiten gain applaufe, and take 
the name of Valour. But the difference be- 
tween them, is very great,—the fame as between 
reaton and paffion, found judgoyent and mad- 
nels. 


True Valour is, therefore, to be confidered 
as a mofal virtue, having reafon for it’s founda- 
tion, and religion for it’s encouragement and 
fypport. And where cour age, valour or forti- 
tude, has reafon fow ic’s bafis, andis encouraged, 
culivated and fupported, by the principies of 
religion, it becomes a virtue of the highett rank, 
and prompis and Jeads men on to the moft he- 
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and wifeft meafures, purfued upon the nobleft 
principles and with the moft generous views.— 
A wife king and a loyal people, from love to 
GOD and their country, with a facred emula- 
tion, uniting their endeavours, for the preferva- 
tion of peace, the fatety of the ftate, the glory 
of the kingdom, and the liberty and happinefs 
of the people. 


Wuen 4ings and rulers act the part of fathers 
to a people, and from virtuous principles, make 
it their care, by the belt policy and wifeft mea- 
fures, to render them fafe and happy. —When a 
people offer themfelves wellingly to every fervice, 
which the honour of their king, or fafety of the 
ftate requires :—When, not only in war, being 
roufed by threatned danger and diftrefs, from an 
approaching, or affaulting enemy, but even in 
peace, when no enemy is nigh, perfons of the 
moft refpectable character, as well as their bre- 
thren, of a lower rank, upon religious principles, 
offer themfelves to thofe martial exercifes and 
warlike fervices, which are neceffary for the 
fafety and defence of a ftate, the prefervation of 
peace, liberty and happinefs to a people, and the 
protection of the common rights of mankind ; 
it affords the moft pleafing profpedt, yields the 
moft folid fatisfaétion and lays the fureft foun- 
dation for lafting tranquility.—The fear of the 
LORD will quickly fall upon the nations and 
kingdoms that are round about them, enemies will 
bring presents and bow themfelves at their feet, 
and gladly accept the terms of peace at their 
hands. *—Injured innocence will always find a 

fafe 


© Cont. ver, 10) 11. 
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Tue preceeding difcourfe, as it countenances 
wife meafures, pur{ued upon religious principles, 
for the fafety and happinefs of a people, fhows 
the propriety and importance of the care that 
has been taken, by the people of this land, for 
thefe purpotes, from the firft fetrlement of the 
country, down to the prefent day. 


Insprrep with the fame fentiments, which 
influenced to, and governed the mealures of 
Febojbapbat and his people, for mutual fafety, 
felicity and protection ;—to enjoy the bleflings 
of liberty, civil and religious, with greater fecu- 
fity ; our farbers, in feverer reigns, left a pleaiant 
Jand, and, at the rifk of their lives, fought a fafe 
retreat, from arbitrary power, among mercilefs 
favages, in this inhofpirable wildernets. A mer- 
ciful GOD, whe, with a father’s pity, always 
beholds the diftrefs of his people oppreffed, 
fmiled upon their enterprize, and gave them the 
land for a poffeffion.—And, verily, itis a plea- 
fant land, a goodly heritage. 


Larry did the firft fettlers of this country 
difcover a due concern, a provident care, for 
themfelves and pofterity, in making the beft 
provifion in their power, for fafety and defence. 
No fooner was fociety formed and civil govern- 
ment eftablifhed, bur, even in their infant ftate, 
they made it their care, to put the militia of the 
country upon a refpectable footing. 


Various were the inftitutions, for this im- 
portant purpofe.—Like Febofoaphat, the chief 
rulers made the defence of their country, and 
the fafety of the people, an object of their con- 

ftant 
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fures for defence are neceffary, a military fpirit 
to be encouraged, knowledge in the vole cf arms 
and art of war, to be cultivated , or foon,— 
very foon, we fhali be m»ked our fora prey, 
ready and prepared for the enemy’s band. Such 
an infliturion, therefore, even in the prefent 
happy fate of peace and quiet, is of nO {mall 
importance ; as, properly attended to, i may 
antwer manv valuable purpofes, ferve as a.tpring 
tO a martial ipirit, excite others to emula.toa, 
and happily encourage thefe evercite-, «hich 
greatly tend co the protecion and ian.y of this 


people. 


To honour and countenance an infitution, fo 
well calculated for the public good, Gen Ienen 
of the higheft charaler and frtt places of cruit 
and government among us, have chearfully at- 
tended on thefe occafions :—And it is wih pe- 
culiar joy we behold che COMMAND R in 
CHIEF, and firff Magiftrates ot the province, 
attending the fervices of this day ;—-to exprefs 
their readinefs to countenance and difpofition to 
encourage fo worthy a defign.—In this, they 
have the example of one of the beft of kings, 
and of the princes and chiefs of a mott refpecta- 
ble .ftate, to countenance them. ~ 


To honour their exercifes in arms, the gen= 
tlemen of this ancient and honorable company, have 
wifely called religion in aid, that, being fanéi- 
Jied by the word of GOD and prayer, and, upon 
religious principles, infpired with true fortitude 
and valour, they might be excite? and encouraged 
$0 excel in their eee in miluary fall and 
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the art of war —It is with real chearfulnefs we join 
them herein, and wih great fiscenty, we with 
them a blefling ou. of the houfe of the LORD, 


To revive and encourage a military fpirit and 
martial exerciles, upon religious principles, has 
been the defign of the preceeding dicourte ; 
thar, from love to GOD and our cauntry, from 
a facred regard to our uwn {.fety and happinefs, 
to the welrare of locicty and the common rights 
and hberties of mankind, all might be engaged, 
in their refpegtive charaétc rs anu flations, toem- 
ulate each other, in fuch meafures as fhall cend 
to mutual protection and defence. 


Too often has it happencd, that ftates, which 
have been fuccefsful in war, given law co their 
enemies and triumphed in arms, by neghgence 
in this pont, have bren reduced to™derencelefs 
condition and ealily tubjected to the power of 
thole, who, bur a litle while before, were bow- 
ing at their feet and gladly fubmutting to any 
terms they prefcribed.—How unbappy, how in- 
glorious woul it be, afuer the remarkable fuc- 
ceffes, with which Leaven has bk fled our arms, 
4nd when peace is reftored, aud all means of 
fafety and defence are put into our hands, fhould 
this be our folly and fate ?—How fhould we, 
with tears uf gricf, of fhame and remorle, lament 
(too late) our {tupidity,& curfe the indolent {piric 
that poffc fied us ?>—Yea, how juftly will potterity, 
in ages to come, rife up and curfe us,\as the caufes 
of their wretchednefs, and the authors of the 
mifery, to which they are doomed, without the 
hope or poffibility of redrefs ! 


May 
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May the characters, that have been prefented 
us, infpire us with a different fpirit,—and a due 
concern for the honour of our fovereign, the 
welfare of the nation, and the prefervation of 
liberty, peace and happinefs to our fclves and 
pofterity, influence and excite us to a difference 
conduét.—May all prejudices fubfide, may every 
fordid luft and paffion be forever banifhed, and 
a manly, generous and public fpirit prevail in 
every breaft, and influence all to feek the public 
good. 


Lert all be concerned to be poffeffed of true 
fortitude of mind, which, founded in and culti- 
vated upon the principles of virtue and religion, 
will render us good foldiers to our king, power- 
ful guardians to our country, and real benefactors 
to mankind. 


Insprrep with this divine virtue, we fhall be 
prepared for every fervice, armed againft every 
danger, and able to fupport ourselves under every 
fhock and trial of life. —By this, we fhall be pro- 
vided for the laft encounter, enabled to fupport 
the charge of the laft enemy, and, even in this 
war from which there is no difcharge,—in death 
itfelf, come off victorious, and rife triumphant to 
a blefled immortality. 


BEeHE END. 
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